
February 2008

Heavy Vehicle Brakes Rule (HVBR)
The HVBR covers two implementation issues:

>> Standards Compliance
>> In-Service Brakes testing – to ensure adequate braking in all conditions of 

loading.

Standards Compliance 
The Heavy Vehicle Brakes Rule (HVBR) applies to all heavy vehicles.  Heavy vehicles 
are vehicles with a gross vehicle mass of 3500 kg or more. 

Imported Heavy Vehicles

including anti-lock brake systems (ABS) or Load Sensing Valves (LSVs).  This only 

In-Service Brake Testing changes
The brake testing component of the CoF inspection will change and vehicles will be 
tested in a semi-laden condition to a minimum of 60 percent of the manufacturer’s 
axle rating or the statutory axle limit.  This loading can be achieved by an actual load 
or simulated load by axle or chassis tie down.

The brake testing method

and will be progressively rolled out through to early 2009. Operators need to start 
considering which testing method will be applied by their current Transport Service 

The test method options are:
1. Load Simulation by Axle or Chassis tie down
2. Actual load (this option may require more than one visit to the 

testing station).

Load Simulation

mechanical pressure to a vehicles axles or chassis using strops or clamps (see photo).

work to de-clutter a chassis but very little space is required.  The space required is 
70mm high by 80mm wide and full depth of chassis rail to accommodate the Roller 

KEY FACTS

77 truck crashes between 
1997 and 2005 due to 
brake problems.

injuries.

26% failure at CoF 
inspections in 2005 due to 
brakes. 

23% failure at CVIU 
roadside checks in July 

Lack of maintenance on 
vehicles.

Load Simulation by chassis tie down. 

1. Talk to your testing 
station about what 
method of testing can be 
used.
- Simulated Load
- Actual load

with engineered tie down 

or the chassis de-cluttered 



testing procedure.

in most centres where CoF B sites are located. Contact your local station for further information.  Planning for 
upgrades of other sites is underway.

Christchurch site is already capable of chassis load simulation tests and new testing equipment and procedures 
will be in place at both sites in early in 2008.  For more information go to www.aa.co.nz   

started with an education program aimed at operators and drivers when the Heavy Vehicle Brakes Rule came 

combination.

a testing station as the majority of stations will still test the vehicle unladen until they are upgraded.

To find out more...
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Actual load testing
If you prefer to test by actual load then it is your responsibility to meet the minimum 60 

testing station. 

Load Restrictions
Operators should determine any restrictions on load that can be applied to their vehicle’s 
chassis by the load simulation equipment.  This should be discussed in conjunction with the 

application.

with installation of new equipment and some structural alterations.  For more information go 
to www.vtnz.co.nz/HVBR

>>How consistency of testing is being addressed
>>

work
>>Load Simulation
>>
>>
>>Staged implementation of the new testing method
>>

special vehicles

>> What is the Heavy Vehicle Brakes Rule (HVBR)?
>> Why is this change needed?
>> Testing at CoF – what changes
>>

s
visit
www.landtransport.govt.nz  (rules/question and answers) 
 or search Heavy Vehicle Brakes Rule. 

Or visit your testing station web sites 
www.vtnz.co.nz or www.vinz.co.nz or www.aa.co.nz

Or contact your representative 

…

For most operators the 
HVBR is just two CoF’s 
away.  To keep you 
informed of the standards 
compliance and the 
new in-service testing 
procedures the HVBR 
Road Show will becoming 
to a town near you 
from late April to early 

seeing you there.


